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Education                                                    
2019 – present    University of Pennsylvania, Ph.D. candidate, South Asia Studies
(Candidacy Exam passed in August 2023)
· Bio page: https://www.southasia.upenn.edu/people/diana-shuheng-zhang 
· Academic website: https://upenn.academia.edu/DianaShuhengZhang
· Dissertation Title (tentative): “Scripts, Scribes, and Artisans: A Social History of Writing in 3th–10th Centuries CE, Deccan and Central India.” 
· Field Exams: 
· 1) Early Medieval Indian History [Prof. Daud Ali]; 
· 2) History of Writing in South Asia [Prof. Greg Goulding]; 
· 3) Encounters and Exchanges on the “Silk Road” [Prof. Victor Mair]. 
2018  University of Washington, M.A.
· Department of Asian Languages and Literatures.
2014  Brown University, B.A. with Honors
· Triple Majors: Philosophy, Classics, East Asian Studies. 

Publication                                                   
2024	“How to Ride Your Elephant: Sanskrit Dream Omens in Tocharian Manuscripts.” Tocharica et Archeologica: A Festschrift in Honor of J. P. Mallory, ed. Victor H. Mair. The Journal of Indo-European Studies Monograph Series: Monograph 69, 114-130. Co-author: Victor H. Mair. 

2022	“A New Inscription of the Pāṇḍuvaṃśins of Dakṣiṇa Kosala: Philadelphia Museum of Art Copper-Plates of Nannarāja I, Year 7.” Indo-Iranian Journal 65 (4), 305-39. Co-author: Daud Ali. [Link to Journal Issue]  

2022	“A Tang Period ‘Sanskrit-Chinese Thousand-Character Primer’,” in Transmission of Buddhism in Asia and Beyond: Essays in Memory of Antonino Forte (1940-2006), ed. Jinhua Chen, 533-64. Singapore: World Scholastic. [Link to publication website]

2020	“Between the Eyes and the Ears: Ethnic Perspective on the Development of Chinese Philological Traditions, First Millennium AD.” Sino-Platonic Paper 300. Co-author: Victor Mair. [Link to Paper]

2019	“Three Ancient Chinese Words for Bear.” Sino-Platonic Paper 294. [Link to Paper]

2019	“The Reins of Language: The Mantra of the Heart Sutra in The Journey to the West.” Sino-Platonic Paper 286. [Link to Paper]

Book Reviews                                                                                    
2021	Review of Robert Ford Campany, The Chinese Dreamscape: 300 BCE-800 CE. Cambridge: Harvard University Asia Center, 2020. Review published in Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews (CLEAR) BOOK REVIEWS 43 (2021), 205-208. [Link to Paper]

2020	Review of Yurou Zhong, Chinese Grammatology: Script Revolution And Literary Modernity, 1916-1958. Columbia University Press, 2019. Review published on Modern Chinese Literature and Culture (MCLC) Resource Center Online. [Link to Online Book Review]

Honors and Awards                                                                               
2023–24	American Institute of Indian Studies Junior Research Fellowship and Daniel H.H. Ingalls Memorial Fellow
2023		1st Place (Golden Prize) for the Best Actress, the 21st Annual R. N. Dandekar Sanskrit Drama Competition. Pune, Maharashtra, India. (With original playscript; first time won by a non-Indian performer.)
2022–23	Vishvabharati Grant, Department of South Asia Studies, University of Pennsylvania. 
2019–24	Benjamin Franklin Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania.
2014–17	The Maurice D. and Lois Schwartz Top Scholar Recruitment Fellowship, University of Washington. (Full tuition waiver of the three-year M.A. program with monthly stipend equivalent to a Ph.D.’s. One awardee maximum per year / batch.)
2014  	Yen Fu Chinese Translation Award, University of Washington.
2012  	Undergraduate Teaching & Research Award, Brown University.
2011  	The Curt John Ducasse Premium Prize in Metaphysics, Brown University.

Languages                                                    
Modern Languages
Mandarin Chinese (native); English (fluent); Hindi (proficient); Telugu (intermediate); German (proficient); Japanese (advanced in reading); French (reading only). 

Classical Languages
Sanskrit (primary research language), Prakrits, Latin, Ancient Greek, Tocharian, Classical Chinese.

· 2022–23	Academic-year Intensive Sanskrit Program, American Institute of Indian Studies. Pune, Maharashtra, India.

Conference Presentations                                          
May 2, 2025		“A Copper-Plaque Dhāraṇī in A Metal Workshop, 7th-century Sirpur, Chhattisgarh. ” International Vihāra-KAKEN Workshop. University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.

Nov 2, 2024 	“Copper-Plate Engravers in the Labor Spectrum of Writing: Early Medieval Deccan and Sirpur, 500-1000 CE.” 52nd Annual Conference on South Asia. Madison, WI. 

Mar 31, 2021 	“How to ride your elephant: Sanskritic dream omens in Tocharian.” American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA) 2021 Annual Conference. [Online]

Mar 22, 2021	“China's Sanskrit Infatuation: Eulogization, Imagination, and Imitation of the Siddhaṃ Script in Dunhuang Manuscripts and Beyond.” In the Panel [as organizer]: “Foreign Language Pedagogy, Acquisition, and Perception in Pre-modern East and Inner Asia.” Association for Asian Studies (AAS) 2021 Annual Conference. [Online]

Aug 3-6, 2020	“Philosophy, Politics, and Philology as Parameters for the Foundation of ‘Middle China’,” Third Middle Period China Humanities Conference. Yale University, New Haven, CT. 
[Admitted; conference cancelled due to COVID-19] 

Jul 6, 2020		“How was Sanskrit Taught in the Tang? A 9th-century Manuscript of a Bilingual Pedagogical Text and Its Reconstruction in Edo Japan,” Transmission of Buddhism in Asia and Beyond: International Conference In memory of Antonino Forte’s (1940–2006) 80th Birthday. [Online Presentation: Link to Video]

Mar 27-28, 2020  “Textual Politics of the Laozi-into-Sanskrit Translation Project in Tang China,” 22nd Annual Comparative Literature Conference: “China-India: Comparisons, Connections, Convergence.” University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC. 
[Admitted; conference cancelled due to COVID-19]

Feb 29, 2020   “Into the Buddhaland: Biographies of 7th-century Chinese monks losing their lives on pilgrimages to India,” the 12th Center for Ancient Studies Graduate Student Conference: “Movement, Mobility, and the Journey: Ancient Actions and Perspectives.” University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

Feb 21-22, 2020  “The Edo Japanese Reconstruction of the Senjimon Tradition in the Sanskrit-Chinese Context,” the 29th Annual Columbia Graduate Student Conference on East Asia. Columbia University, New York, NY.

Invited Talks                                                                                     
Sep 11, 2020  “Rhetorical and Receptional Politics of Cheng Xuanying’s (ca. 605-690) Commentary on Zhuangzi,” Cornell Classical Chinese Colloquium (CCCC), Cornell University.

May 10, 2019	“Historical Developments And Transitions of Chinese Poetic Prosody.” University of Washington Phonetics Lab Talk. 

May 15, 2015	“Musicality in Translation.” Yen Fu Chinese Translation Award Roundtable, University of Washington.

May 25, 2014	“Image, Sense and Sound: Early and Medieval Development of the Chinese Writing System.” ECHO Symposium, Brown University.

Disciplinary Activities                                                   
Sep 2022 – Apr 2023	 	American Institute of Indian Studies Academic-Year Sanskrit Language Program, Pune, Maharashtra, India.

· March 28, 2022	1st Place – Best Actress Award (Golden Prize), 21st Annual R. N. Dandekar Sanskrit Drama Competition. Pune, Maharashtra, India. 

2023 	Main Co-Editor of Victor H. Mair: A Celebration. A festschrift volume for Victor H. Mair’s 80th Birthday. Amherst, NY: Cambria Press, 2023. Co-editor: Neil Schmid. [Link to the Book] 

Jun 14–26, 2021		Third Annual Workshop in Indian Epigraphy [online]. Held by the University of Pennsylvania. Focus on post-Gupta epigraphy, paleography, inscriptional language, and history. 

2020–21 	Research Assistant and Chinese-English Translator: the Dictionary of Middle Vernacular Sinitic project. Led by Victor H. Mair (University of Pennsylvania) and Zhu Qingzhi (The Educational University of Hong Kong). 

2014–17	Karoṣṭhī Manuscript Reading Group, University of Washington, USA. 

2014–17	Buddhist Hybrid Chinese Group, University of Washington, USA. 

2011–13		Editor, Brown Journal of History, Brown University. 

2013 	Founder of the Brown China-US Economic, Culture, History, and Outreach (ECHO) Symposium, Brown University.

Jun – Aug 2012  The 13th Annual Summer School of Spoken Sanskrit, South Asia Institute (SAI), University of Heidelberg, Germany.

Teaching Positions                                             
2020–21	  Teaching Assistant, Dept. of South Asia Studies, University of Pennsylvania.
· Fall 2021, SAST 004 / COML 012 – “India's Literature: Love, War, Wisdom, and Humor.” 
· Spring 2021, SAST 003 / HIST 086 / RELS 164 – “History, Culture and Religion of Early South Asia.”
· Fall 2020, SAST 050 / PHIL 050 / RELS 155 – “Introduction to Indian Philosophy.”

2020 (Spring)	Teaching and Research Assistant (informal): EALC 720 – “Topics in Chinese Studies: Middle Vernacular Sinitic.” Dept. of East Asia Languages and Civilization, University of Pennsylvania. Instructor: Victor H. Mair 

2011–12   Chinese Instructor at China Care Program, Providence, RI

Shuheng Zhang	 University of Pennsylvania, Ph.D. Candidate

